THOUGHTS AND FANCIES

conflict or ultimate aims. In the extreme diffi-
culties of the international situation I recognize
that our Government must maintain strict
neutrality. I would only utter a word of warn-
ing, if I may venture to do so, lest in this as
in other matters their very natural wish to co-
operate with France should not drive them
further than they will. As for the Nationalist
forces and what they may do if they succeed-
well, I love the form of government neither in
Italy nor in Germany, and I trust that a reason-
able Constitution may in the end emerge. But
for the moment, in this struggle as regards the
issue between them and their enemies, I say that
they are fighting the battle of righteousness at
least as much as the northern forces in America
whom our grandfathers applauded.
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